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Working with Mentor Sentences Tool

Text Title, Author, Page Number:

Mentor Sentence:

1: Read and Unpack Notes

Read the sentence aloud. Unpack any
unfamiliar vocabulary using your
vocabulary strategies, as needed.

.

Paraphrase the sentence in your own
words based on your initial
understanding.

.

2: Deconstruct Notes

Split the sentence up into parts as
directed by your teacher or on your
own.

Determine the parts of speech and/or
function.

Note other observations about this
part, such as examples of effective
diction or changes in verb tense or
point of view.

Parts/Function:

Observations:
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3: Study Concepts Notes

Follow along as your teacher reviews
the relevant grammatical terms and
concepts.

Record your notes on the concepts.

.
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4. Analyze the Sentence Notes

Review, discuss, or revise your
deconstruction notes in light of the
mini-lesson.
Then, use questions to analyze the
sentence in reference to concepts:

1. Which parts make up the main
clause? The main clause is the
main subject and predicate; it
expresses the central idea of the
sentence. Write down the
sentence, underlining the main
clause.

2. How do the other parts of the
sentence  (e.g., phrases, clauses,
modifiers) enhance the main
clause?

3. How could you restructure this
sentence so that it still relays the
same message to the reader?
What is the impact of the
different structures on your
understanding?

4. What revisions need to be made
to your initial paraphrasing from
Step 1 now that you have
increased your understanding of
the sentence?

.
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5. Analyze Mood, Tone, and
Meaning

Notes

Respond to the following questions:
1. What mood does the author

create in this sentence? How do
they create it?

2. What tone is conveyed by the
author in this sentence? How is
that tone conveyed?

3. What does this sentence
contribute to the ideas in the
text?

4. How does the sentence expand
your understanding of the text or
author?

.

6: Practice Writing Notes

Use your analysis of the mentor
sentence to craft a new sentence or to
revise a sentence you have written,
mimicking what the author does in
terms of their structure, style, grammar,
or punctuation.

.
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The Book of Unknown Americans: Literary Elements and Narrative Techniques Note-Taking Tool

Page Textual Detail Type of Detail
Analysis

How does the literary element or narrative technique shape the reader’s
understanding of the text?

. . . .

. . . .

. . . .

. . . .

. . . .

Types of Details

SE - Setting
PL - Plot
CO - Conflict
POV - Point of View
PER - Perspective
CH - Characterization

TH - Theme
TO - Tone
MO - Mood
FO - Foreshadowing
IR - Irony
FL - Figurative Language

DI - Dialogue
FL - Flashback
FR - Frame Narrative
FP - Shift in Narration
ME - Metaphor
I - Imagery
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Page Details Type of Detail Analysis
. . . .

. . . .

. . . .

. . . .

. . . .

. . . .



MENTOR SENTENCE JOURNAL NAME:

Copyright © 2020 Texas Education Agency. All Rights Reserved. 1/3

Mentor Sentence Journal

As you read the texts in this unit, add powerful or interesting sentences to your journal that you want to study or emulate in your
own writing.

. .

. . .

. . .

. . .

Text Citation Sentence What makes the sentence interesting or a
strong example of a language concept?
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. . .

. . .

. . .

. . .

. . .

Text Citation Sentence What makes the sentence interesting or a
strong example of a language concept?
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. . .

. . .

. . .

. . .

. . .

As needed, add more sentences to your Learning Log.

Text Citation Sentence What makes the sentence interesting or a
strong example of a language concept?




